DEVELOPING A GIS MAPSERVER APPLICATION FOR MIGRANT HEALTH CLINICIANS

To assist public health professionals who work with farmworker populations in obtaining and analyzing information to help assess potential environmental health problems, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) and the Migrant Clinicians Network (MCN) are cooperatively developing a Geographic Information System (GIS)-based Internet mapserver application. The mapserver application will also serve as an area-specific, web-based resource for clinicians and local health professionals who interact with farmworker populations.

Three major types of data are to be included in the pilot application. Examples include

· Population data such as migrant characteristics, as well as type, duration, and seasonality of work

· Environmental data such as pesticide use, housing conditions, known environmental hazards (e.g., Superfund sites, Brownfields properties)

· Health resources data such as the location of migrant health centers, primary care programs funded by the Health Resources and Services Administration, and environmental and occupational health clinics.

The MCN application will be hosted on ATSDR’s Geographic Analysis Tool for Health and Environmental Research (GATHER), which provides an extensive set of tools for accessing and analyzing GIS data residing on network servers. Users may access standard GIS functions without installing their own GIS package. A standard web browser is the only requirement to begin using GATHER.  
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